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Here is the report to summarise the performance of this C&W donations club, 
established over 20 years ago to specifically fund certain activities not possible 
within GWS budget constraints.  

GWS members are able to join, their standard donation being a sum of £60, which 
enables a number within range 1-250 to be owned for the year. Multiples are very 
welcome and quite a number of generous donors take additional numbers. The 
donations pool provides a little interest for members by having prize draws in 
recognition of their funding. Currently according to Rules of the Club, 3 draws of a 
tranche of 6 numbers are chosen by computer random number selection during the 
year. Each of the 18 winning numbers will have a winner’s cheque for £100 posted to 
their last known address. Additionally at the third draw a further 2 numbers are 
drawn called the Christmas Draw, these 2 will win £500. 

It is intended that different staff, or volunteers, are invited to press ‘start and stop’ on 
the computer system to pick the winning numbers. They can have no bearing on the 
numbers selected. 

The Bank account for the Club is HSBC, sort code 40-38-04, Account name: ‘Great 
Western Society Limited’  Account number:  21898477. The standard payment of 
£60 can be made by standing order £5 per month, half-year standing order February 
and August for example, of £30 and online banking direct payment to the account in 
full £60. In order to reconcile these payments please use a reference to us in the 
form ‘Initial.Surname xxx yyy’ where xxx and yyy are the agreed numbers to be 
owned. The ability to pay via cheque remains, however the Club will be charged a 
transaction fee for each. 

Communication is welcome via email, or post and encouraged to resolve any issue. 

Winning numbers will be published along with major town/city or county of residence. 
Member names will not be published. 

Normally a brief report of C&W activities for the quarter is published in Echo 
members magazine, and we regularly update news of progress in a Facebook blog, 
the link can be found from the Didcot Railway Centre website. Click on ‘Explore’ 
heading, then Carriage and Wagon Display. From here a link takes you to Club231 
information. 

 At the start of the year member owned numbers was 217, but sadly due to deaths, 
some with several numbers, we are ending the year with 206. It is hoped this worthy 
cause will attract new members and possibly existing members will be generous 
once again and take additional numbers. The financial summary is produced 
separately, but suffice to say the hoped for target of £10,000 balance of donations 
over prizes has been achieved. GWS provides franking facilities for mailing which is 
appreciated. In previous years a paper insert report was included with Echo, but at a 
cost of several hundred pounds this is deemed to be too expensive. Expenses are 
limited to ‘out of pocket’ costs but none are expected. 

Club Rules specify that the proceeds will be utilised to cover costs incurred by C&W 
projects, to be chosen by the Carriage and Wagon Manager. 



Thank you all for supporting the funding of the Club, it is much appreciated by all 
who enjoy the successful maintenance, repairs, repainting and major restoration of 
carriages and wagons achieved by the C&W group. 

Fred Harman, Club231 Administrator. 

fjharman@sky.com 

66 Robin Hood Way, Winnersh, Wokingham, Berks.  RG41 5JH 

 


